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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

Little  change  in  social  circumstances  is  to  be  recorded 
from  year  to  year,  and  even  over  a much  longer  period.  The 
earliest  Annual  Reports  give  a similar  description  of  a large 
rural  area,  much  of  it  of  great  scenic  beauty,  with  a popul- 
ation of  about  20,000  living  in  long-established  communities, 
and  with  agriculture  as  the  only  important  industry.  It  is 
not  intended  in  future  planning  that  the  nature  of  the  district 
will  be  changed. 

Annual  Reports  over  the  years  have  shown  a gradual 
improvement  in  environment  and  in  health,  and  this  improve- 
ment continued  during  1958.  The  birth  rate  and  death  rate 
are  very  close  to  the  national  average,  and  the  infant  mortality 
rate  is  below  it.  Six  children  died  in  infancy,  five  of  ^htm 
from  congenital  malformation  and  prematurity  and  therefore 
of  non-preventable  causes.  As  the  death  rate  among  infants 
falls,  more  of  the  remaining  deaths  are  due  to  prematurity 
and  congenital  malformation  and  not  enough  is  known  of  the 
cause  and  therefore  the  prevention  of  these  conditions. 
Among  adults,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  continue 
to  cause  more  than  half  the  deaths.  There  was  again  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  but  cancer 
of  the  lung,  which  is  generally  increasing,  caused  only  two 
deaths. 

There  was  a striking  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified,  largely  because  there  was  only  one 
case  of  measles  compared  with  373  cases  in  1957.  Influenza 
was  again  epidemic  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  was 
relatively  mild  and  caused  no  deaths.  25  patients  from  a 
local  maternity  hospital  were  notified  under  the  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  Regulations,  1951,  the  notifications  being  spread  over 
a number  of  months.  Epidemiological  investigations  were 
made,  but  the  patients  were  not  suffering  from  any  serious 
infection  and  caused  little  anxiety.  Only  one  case  of  pul- 
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monary  tuberculosis  was  notified,  compared  with  13  cases  in 

1957,  and  2 cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  compared 
with  5 in  1957  ; there  were  no  deaths.  This  low  figure  may 
not  be  repeated  each  year,  as  extensive  case-finding  continues, 
and  early  detection  is  of  great  importance,  but  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  cases  is  most  encouraging  and  another  serious 
disease  appears  to  have  been  brought  under  control.  There 
was  one  case  only  of  poliomyelitis,  and  the  widespread 
vaccination  carried  out  during  the  year  should  have  its  effect. 
The  other  common  infections  have  ceased  to  be  the  cause  of 
concern  they  once  were,  and  do  not  require  any  comment. 

Housing  conditions  in  the  area  are  being  steadily 
improved.  Most  of  the  houses  considered  for  closure  under 
the  Slum  Clearance  plan  have  been  dealt  with,  together  with 
31  not  included  in  the  original  figure.  The  Council  built  24 
houses  during  1958  and  a further  24  were  built  privately. 
It  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  build  houses  for  old  people  in 
small  numbers  where  there  is  need,  and  during  the  year  a 
further  2 houses  were  completed  at  Newbrough  and  9 at 
Wylam.  They  are  excellent  houses  and  meet  the  needs  of 
older  people  very  well.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Council 
now  owns  721  houses,  there  is  still  a long  list  of  applicants 
and  further  houses  may  be  required,  particularly  at  Corbridge, 
where  the  houses  in  the  course  of  construction  may  well  be 
insufficient.  The  demand  for  improvement  grants  appears 
to  have  passed  its  peak,  although  72  grants  were  made  during 

1958,  bringing  the  total  to  516.  These  grants  have  allowed 
older  houses  to  continue  in  occupation  as  satisfactory  houses  ; 
they  have  undoubtedly  avoided  much  condemnation  of 
houses  and  re-housing  by  the  Council,  and  have  helped  to 
preserve  the  character  of  the  countryside. 

The  proposed  re-organisation  of  water  supplies  in 
South-West  Northumberland  was  approved  during  the  year, 
and  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  will 
become  the  statutory  water  undertakers  in  1959.  As  a result 
no  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  water  supply  by  the 
Council,  except  for  the  completion  of  Allendale  Old  Town 
scheme.  The  list  of  improvements  proposed  by  the  Council 
will  now  be  incorporated  in  the  comprehensive  scheme.  The 
proposed  development  falls  into  three  phases,  detailed  in  the 
body  of  this  report,  and  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  first 
phase  towards  the  end  of  i960.  While  the  scheme  is  being 
carried  out  some  areas  will  continue  to  be  short  of  water 
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during  dry  periods,  but  on  its  completion  the  area  should  have 
an  abundant  supply  of  good  water.  Some  communities  have 
had  to  be  omitted  from  the  scheme  on  account  of  the  dis- 
proportionate cost  of  supplying  them  with  water,  but  they 
remain  open  to  consideration  on  the  basis  of  cost  and  need. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  sewage 
disposal,  schemes  at  Whittington,  Whittonstall  and  Colwell 
being  completed  while  work  began  on  the  large  scheme  for 
Haydon  Bridge.  Other  schemes  for  Horsley,  Ovingham, 
Ovington  and  Humshaugh  are  in  course  of  preparation,  and 
should  not  be  long  delayed.  There  still  remains  a list  of  less 
urgent  schemes  to  be  undertaken,  but  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  of  recent  years  in  improving  sanitation. 

The  Health  Committee  consists  of  the  whole  Council, 
and  continue  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department,  and  I am  grateful  for  their  continued 
support.  I acknowledge  also  the  ready  co-operation  of  the 
Clerk  and  other  Officers,  and  the  excellent  work  done  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  staff. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  McEWAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . 196,030 

Estimated  Population  1958  . . . . . . 19,970 


BIRTHS— 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Males.  Females.  Total. 
171  136  307 

6 6 12 

Males.  Females.  Total. 
8 4 12 


Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Still-births  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
Total  live  and  still-births 


Live  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  per  1,000 
population 

Still-births  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  per  1,000 
live  and  still-births 


Infant  deaths 


16.4 

36.25 

33i 

16.4 

21.6 

6 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . 16.76 

Infant  mortality  rate,  England  and  Wales,  per 

1,000  live  births  . . . . . . . . 22.5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births— 

legitimate  . . . . . . . . . . 14.66 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 

illegitimate  . . . . . . . . . . 75.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  (first  four  weeks)  per  1,000 

live  births  . . . . . . . . . . 11.28 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live 

births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-74% 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes  . . . . . . NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still- 
births . . . . . . . . . . . . NIL 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . 47 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

(All  causes  and  ages)  . . . . . . . . 12.79 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  per  1,000  pop- 
ulation (All  causes  and  ages)  . . . . . . 11,7 


The  following  Table  classifies  deaths  accord- 
ing to  their  age  groups  and  also  as  to  their 
certification  : — 


Age  Group. 

Un- 

Totals. 

Certi- 

certi- 

tied. 

fie< 

a. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

o 1 

1 —  2 

2— 5 

5—15 

15—25 

3 

3 

- — • 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 



25—45 

7 

2 

— 

— 

7 

2 

45—50 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

4 

50—55 

2 

5 

1 

— 

3 

5 

55—60 

1 1 

10 

— • 

— 

1 1 

10 

60 — -65 

12 

9 

— 

— 

12 

9 

65—70 

16 

13 

1 

1 

17 

14 

70—75 

22 

20 

2 

22 

22 

75—80 

15 

3i 

2 

2 

17 

33 

80—85 

23 

24 

— 

1 

23 

25 

85—90 

12 

H 

- — • 

— 

12 

14 

90—95 

6 

4 

- — - 

1 

6 

5 

95—100 

1 

2 

— 

— • 

1 

2 

132 

141 

4 

7 

136 

148 
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VITAL  & MORTALITY  STATISTICS. 


Year. 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  living 

General  Death 
Rate  per  1,000 
living 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000 
living 

1933 

12.3 

12.3 

26.9 

1934 

10.6 

12.2 

6 7-5 

1935 

13-9 

12. 1 

52.8 

1936 

13.2 

13-4 

66.9 

1937 

13.2 

13-9 

60.6 

1938 

14. 1 

15-3 

68.5 

1939 

10.7 

12.4 

79-4 

1940 

12.2 

12.9 

56.1 

I941 

12.0 

12.3 

42.2 

1942 

14.4 

12.6 

21. 1 

1943 

13-7 

13-7 

37-2 

1944 

15-4 

12.8 

44.0 

1945 

13.2 

I3-1 

31-1 

1946 

18. 1 

I3-1 

46.9 

1947 

17.4 

M-4 

34-2 

1948 

16.0 

12.6 

18.0 

1949 

14-3 

12.4 

23-4 

1950 

14.8 

13-4 

29.0 

1951 

13.86 

14.20 

28.07 

1952 

I5-32 

12.75 

54-85 

1954 

14.67 

12.01 

27.21 

1954 

14-57 

n-39 

20.50 

1955 

14.36 

11.67 

17-73 

1956 

16.14 

11.97 

14.24 

1957 

16.17 

11.76 

25-3I 

1958 

16.14 

12.79 

16.76 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  as  follows  : 


io 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

i.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— • 

9.  Other  infective  and  para- 

sitic  diseases 

1 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

4 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

2 

— • 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• — 

7 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus.  . 

— 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

10 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

15 

36 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

30 

30 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

disease 

3 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . 

9 

!7 

21.  Other  Circulatory  disease 

15 

10 

22.  Influenza 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

10 

8 

24.  Bronchitis 

3 

3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

3 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarr- 

hoea  . . 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion  . . 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . . 

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

8 

9 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  . . 

6 

3 

35.  Suicide 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

' 

-■*  - 

134 

150 

Total  . . 

284 

II 


Infant  Mortality  during  Year  ending  December  31st,  1958 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  i year. 


Causes  of  Death 

24 

<u 

0) 

£ 

M 

Jh 

<D 

"d 

-2  weeks. 

-3  weeks. 

CO 

24 

CD 

(D 

£ 

Tf- 

□tal  under 

1 month. 

CO 

23 

-M 

a 

0 

a 

CO 

co 

23 

4-> 

C3 

O 

a 

co 

23 

C3 

O 

a 

ON 

CO 

23 

+-> 

C3 

O 

a 

)tal  deaths 

der  1 year. 

$3 

P 

W 

CO 

H 

1 

M 

<0 

VO 

1 

ON 

H g 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Pul.  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 

i 





- 

1 



1 

I 

■ 

3 

Premature  Birth 

Marasmus 

Atelectasis  . . 

2 

2 

2 

Injury  at  birth 

Appendicitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Accident 

— 

Other  Infant  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( Certified. 

3 

— 

1 



4 

. 

1 

I 

— 

6 

All  causes  j 

(Uncertified 

— 

GRAND  TOTALS  . . 

3 

— 

1 

— - 

4 

- — 

1 

I 

— 

6 

under  i year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1958 
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TUBERCULOSIS. — New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1958 


Age  periods 

New  ( 

3ases. 

Nett  Deaths  in  Hexham 
Rural  District. 

Pulmonary. 

Non.  Pulm. 

Pulmonary. 

Non. 

Pulm. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 1 

— 

— 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i—5 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—i5 

— 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( 15—25 

— 

— 

■ — • 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

35—45 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

| 45—55 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1934-1958. 


A4 


•Suiuosto^ 

poo^ 

IO 

i 

1 

2 

I 

5 

•SBpdisAjg 

CO  CO  -^-vO  -^-00  N too  in  in  N j CO  N U9  in  | N "'h  N N 

pioqdXx 
jo  otjo^ug 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

I 

7 

•SJ9A9X 

pioqdApejBx 

l l l l I I i l l I I I I I - 1 I I I I I I l I I 

•xodp'ems 

M l I I I I I I I I M i l I I i I I l I I I I 

^Bjodjanx 

CO  N in  co  N w COOO  t^CO  Os  Osc O 0^0  h f)  N ^ 1 CO  N m 

M M M M M M M|  N 

•uituopeuogjq 

■Biuq^q^qdo 

M con  | | | 00  0,00  o JO  | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 

•Aja^uasXQ 

H (O  j j | | | m N | in  | m | | w N m j t*-  | | »>■  <^ 

•'BDiSj'eq^gq 

spq'eqdgoiig 

g^noy 

1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II II  1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 1 

•siqpsqdggug 

-oqoj 

g^noy 

II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 II M 1 1 •'I  1 1 

•si^qgAui 

-°Hoa 

g^ngy 

H | j | | M | | | | j COOO  j tN  H H to  | N H 

•J9A9X 

^uidsojq9j93 

" 1 " 1 1 1 * 1 1 " II  1 1 ” 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

•■Biuomngux 

os  c^co  coco  in  Tt-vo  m o inoo  inooco  no  n oo  m co  ^ os  co 

mmNCONmmmmn  m mncommmmnNN 

•sgjs'Bgj^; 

1 | | | | t^OMinTj-NcoMooMOinONNinMt^tOH 

1 I I 1 I NOl'OHCONOOOOO't'ON'ONst-OlNN 

H M NMNNMMTj-CO 

■Bugq^qdiQ 

O O 00  Tj-  COOO  O cONTf  coco  vOvOh|||||||||| 
m m tJ-  m n m m llllllllll 

•qSno^ 

Smdooqyv 

| 1 1 1 1 Nh  O'  h rt-00  CO  in  coco  N Os  in  M ^rj-  tJ-  co  O 

Min  NdM^toinNOitNi-  t^vo  coco  <o 

M 

•j9A9q  ^gp'Bos 

CO  N f'-'  N (ON  M CO  CO  OS  CO  M Tj-OSOO  m rj-  tJ-  O NOCON  Tt- 

N NO  CO  incO  MMMNNCON  NmcomNcOm  mm 

M M 

•Hva^y 

rt-  inco  t-^oo  os  o m n co  Tt-  in co  t^co  os  o m n co  Tt-  in co  t^co 
cocococococo'^'^'tj-Tt-Tt-'Tt-'Tj-Tj-'ri-'rj-ioinin  in  n >n  n *n  n 
OsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsCsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOs 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

i5 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 

YEAR,  1958 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  Returned  To  R.G. 


ist  Qtr.  2nd  Otr.  3rd  Qtr.  4th  Qtr.  Total 
Nil  Nil~  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Outbreaks  Due  to  Identified  Agents  . . Nil 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause  . . . . Nil 

Single  Cases  : — 

Agent  identified  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Unknown  Cause  . . . . . . . . Nil 


Total  . . Nil 


HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA 

(1)  Hospitals 

There  are  in  the  district  five  hospitals  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Hexham  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee.  These  comprise  the  Charlotte  Straker  Hospital 
and  the  Bridge  End  Maternity  Hospital  at  Corbridge,  the 
Dilston  Maternity  Hospital,  Barrasford  Sanatorium  and 
Wooley  Sanatorium.  These  hospitals  together  with  the 
Hexham  General  Hospital,  the  Hexham  War  Memorial 
Hospital  and  the  Newcastle  group  of  hospitals  are  available 
to  cases  from  the  area. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  admission  to  hospital 
are  referred  to  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

(2)  Abulance  Service 

The  British  Red  Cross  acting  as  agents  for  the  North- 
umberland County  Council  provide  an  ambulance  service 
which  serves  the  district.  Ambulance  Stations  are  situated 
at  Corbridge  and  at  Hexham. 

(3)  Home  Help  Service 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  Home  Help  Service 
is  in  operation  in  the  district.  Home  Helps  are  available  tc 
households  where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  illness  or 
confinement,  and  their  services  are  obtained  through  the 
office  of  the  West  Area  Health  Sub-Committee,  Prospect 
House,  Hexham. 
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(4)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

The  following  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are 
held  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  in  the  district  : 


Child  Welfare  Clinics  : 


Acomb 

Allendale 

Corbridge 

Haydon  Bridge 

Humshaugh 

Newbrough 

Ovington 
Riding  Mill 

Stocksfield 


Wylam  . . 


Miners’  Institute  Hall,  Acomb 
Alternate  Thursdays. 

Dr.  Clayburn’s  Surgery 

Second  Monday  in  month,  1-30 
— 4 p.m. 

Parish  Hall,  Princes  Street 
Alternate  Mondays  : 

9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 
1-30  p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Church  Hall 

Alternate  Mondays  : 

9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 
1-30  p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Village  Hall 

Every  fourth  Thursday,  1-30 — 
4 p.m. 

Women’s  Institute 

Alternate  Wednesdays,  1-30 — 
4 p.m. 

Methodist  Church  Hall,  Ovington 
Every  fourth  Tuesday. 

Parish  Hall 

Every  fourth  Thursday,  1-30 — 
4 p.m. 

Red  Cross  Hut 

Alternate  Mondays  : 

9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 
1-30  p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Methodist  Church  Hall 

Alternate  Tuesdays,  1-30 — 

4 p.m. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 


Allendale  . . Dr.  Clayburn’s  Surgery 

Alternate  Tuesdays,  1-30 — 
4 p.m. 

Stocksfield  . . Red  Cross  Hut 

Every  fourth  Wednesday, 
1-30  p.m. — 4 p.m. 
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(5)  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service 

These  services  are  now  administered  by  the  North- 
umberland County  Council  and  in  this  area  are  combined. 
There  are  nine  Nurse  Midwives  working  in  the  Hexham 
Rural  District. 


WATER  AND  SEWAGE  SCHEMES 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  W.  Outhwaite,  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  for  giving  the  following  tables  of  construction 
works  proposed  or  in  hand. 

Works  completed  during  1958  : 

Whittington  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 
Allendale  Old  Town  water  supply. 

Colwell  sewerage. 

Whit tonst all  sewage  disposal  works. 

Wylam  surface  water  sewer. 

Works  under  construction  : 

Haydon  Bridge  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

Works  in  course  of  design  and  preparation  : 

Horsley  sewage  disposal  works. 

Ovington  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 
Ovingham  sewage  disposal  works. 

Humshaugh  sewage  disposal  works. 


Other  works  to  be  designed  and  prepared  for  completion  : 


List  A.  i 
2 

3 

4 

5 

List  B.  i 
2 

3 

4 


Hardhaugh  sewage  disposal  works. 
Fourstones  sewage  disposal  works. 
Broomley  sewage  disposal  works. 
Newton  sewage  disposal  works. 
Sandhoe  sewage  disposal  works. 

Allenheads  sewage  disposal  works. 
Wall  sewage  disposal  works. 
Corbridge  sewage  disposal  works. 
Blanchland  sewage  disposal  works. 


This  list  is  an  indication  of  the  urgency  of  each  scheme  at 
the  present  time,  and  is  not  a fixed  order  for  completion. 
Conditions  will  vary  and  some  schemes  lower  in  the  schedule 
may  have  to  be  brought  forward  for  earlier  completion  than 
some  schemes  at  present  shown  in  a higher  position. 
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Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  for  South-West  Northumber- 
land 

The  scheme  proposes  that  the  work  will  fall  into  3 
phases.  It  is  proposed  to  undertake  the  following  improve- 
ments in  each  phase  of  development.  It  is  hoped  to  complete 
the  first  phase  towards  the  end  of  i960. 

Phase  1. 

Gunner  ton. 

Barrasford. 

Humshaugh. 

Wall. 

Acomb. 

Four  stones. 

Haydon  Bridge  and  district. 

Whitley  Chapel. 

Phase  2. 

Military  Road  area. 

Corbridge. 

Simonburn. 

Riding  Mill. 

Phase  3. 

Newton  Village  and  district. 

Fawcett  Hill. 

Gallo  whill. 

Allenheads. 

Allendale. 


ig 


Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  inspector 

C.  BARRAS,  A.R.S.H.,  M. A.P.H.I. 


Water  Supplies  : 

During  the  year,  124  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriolog- 
ical examination  and  2 samples  for  chemical  analysis. 

Of  this  number,  57  were  routine  samples  from  Council 
supplies,  the  remainder  being  similar  samples  from  the  larger 
private  supplies  and  individual  samples  taken  on  request, 
mainly  in  connection  with  proposed  supplies. 

Samples  taken  from  Council  supplies  were,  with  a few 
exceptions,  satisfactory  and  in  those  cases  where  samples 
fell  below  the  usual  standard,  subsequent  sampling  indicated 
that  the  contamination  was  of  a temporary  nature. 

Supplies  which  are  known  to  be  subject  to  contamination 
after  heavy  rainfall  are  permanently  chlorinated.  They  are 
as  follows  : Broomhaugh,  Colwell,  Corbridge  (North  Side) 
and  Humshaugh. 

Acomb  village  continues  to  be  supplied  from  Corbridge. 

During  the  year  an  extension  to  the  Council’s  mains  in 
the  Old  Town  area  of  Catton  provided  a new  supply  to  16 
properties.  Thirteen  houses  at  Anick  and  4 houses  at 
Thornley  Gate,  Allendale  have  been  connected  to  the  Council’s 
mains. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1.  Council  Supplies. 


No.  of 
samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

1 

Number 

Unsatisf’t’y 

Total 

Samples 

taken 

Bact. 

Chem 

. Bact. 

Chem. 

Bact. 

Chem. 

Allendale 

2 



2 

. 



, 

2 

Allenheads  . . 

3 

— 

3 

— • 

— 

— 

3 

Broomhaugh 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

2 

Colwell 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

Corbridge  . . 

20 

1 

16 

1 

4 

— 

21 

Haydon  Bridge 

4 

— 

3 

— ■ 

1 

— 

4 

Humshaugh 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

Newbrough.. 

4 

— • 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Slaley 

6 

— • 

6 

— 

— • 

— • 

6 

Wall 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Whittington 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Acomb 

Whittonstall 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(Durham  C.W.B.) 
Ovington  (N/cle.  & 

2 

* 

2 



— 

— 

2 

Gateshead) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bingfield 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Riding  Mill 

3 

— 

3 

— 





3 

56 

1 

49 

1 

7 

— 

57 

Of  the  14  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  private 
sources,  5 were  from  proposed  supplies  which,  in  view  of  the 
laboratory  reports,  were  not  proceeded  with.  One  sample 
was  from  a source  not  used  for  domestic  purposes  and  another 
was  taken  prior  to  filtration.  In  six  other  cases,  subsequent 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  remaining  three 
cases  are  still  being  investigated. 
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2.  Private  and  Proposed  Supplies. 


No.  of 
samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisf’t’y 

Total 

Samples 

taken 

Bact. 

Chem. 

Bact. 

Chem. 

Bact. 

Chem. 

Davy  Briggs  Well, 
Sandhoe  . . 

7 

6 

1 

7 

Wooley  High  House, 

Allendale 

i 

— • 

1 

. 

— . 

— ■ 

1 

Sinderhope  Burn- 

foot 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

2 

Allenheads  Hall 

Supply 

3 

— 

3 

— • 

— • 

— • 

3 

Low  Shilford 

4 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

4 

Broomley  Village  . . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

2 

Newton  Village 

3 

— 

2 

— • 

1 

— - 

3 

Portgate  Farm 

Cottages  . . 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gate  Cottage, 

Stagshaw 

i 

— 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 

1 

Low  Houses,  Stag- 

shaw 

O 

— 

1 

— 

1 

■ — - 

2 

Chantry  Farm 

i 

— 

1 

— - 

■ — - 

— • 

1 

Street  Houses,  East 

Park,  Stagshaw 

i 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

East  Park,  South 

End,  Stagshaw 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pagecroft  . . 

i 

— 

1 

- — - 

- — ■ 

— 

1 

Langley  Castle 

I 

— • 

1 

— 

- — - 

1 

Channel  Well, 

Hexhamshire 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

West  Long  Lea, 

Hexhamshire 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

N.C.C.  smallhold- 

ings 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

Blackhall  Mill 

2 

— 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

2 

Elealey  Cleugh 

I 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

The  Whins,  Healey 

I 

— 

1 

— 

' 

— • 

1 

Halfway  Houses, 

Humshaugh 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

Ferrylanding  Field, 

Ovington 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— • 

1 

The  Hermitage, 

Ovingham 

I 

— • 

1 

— 

— • 

— • 

1 

Linnels  Hill 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— ■ 

3 

Stagshaw  High 

House 

i 

- — • 

1 

— 

— • 

• — - 

1 

Beaufront  Castle  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Sandhoe  Village 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

48 

— • 

38 

— • 

10 

— 

48 
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PRIVATE  PIPED  SUPPLIES  SERVING  MORE  THAN  10  HOUSES 


Parish 

No.  of 
houses 
on  supply 

Name  of  Supply 

Acomb 

12 

The  Riding 

Blanchland 

4° 

Blanchland 

Broomley 

25 

Broomley  Village 

Bywell . . 

12 

Bywell  Hall 

20 

Newton  Village 

24 

Newton  Hall 

Chollerton 

1 7 

Tone  Hall  (Chipchase) 

IO 

Great  Swinburne 

IO 

Barrasford  Quarry 

57 

Barrasford  Village 

Corbridge 

4 

Stagshaw 

30 

Dilston  Hall 

Healey 

19 

Minsteracres 

Hexhamshire 

45 

Kings  Law 

Humshaugh 

19 

Planetrees  and  Chesters 

20 

Teppermoor 

16 

Haughton  Castle 

Newbrough 

24 

Settlingstones 

16 

Carr  Edge 

i7 

Allerwash 

Sandhoe 

16 

Sandhoe  Village 

7 

Stagshaw 

Simonburn 

21 

Simonburn  Village 

15 

Nunwick 

3 

Teppermoor 

Slaley 

ii 

Trygill 

IO 

Slaley  Hall 

Warden 

27 

Fourstones 

16 

East  Fourstones 

16 

Warden  Paper  Mill 

12 

High  Warden  1 

Whittington  . . 

12 

Halton  Shields 

Whittonstall  . . 

14 

Shotley  Field 

5 

Minsteracres 
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HOUSING. 

Building. 

During  the  year,  24  Council  houses  were  completed  and  a 
further  33  were  in  the  course  of  erection  at  31st  December. 
The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  is  now  721 
of  which,  21  are  ‘ Old  Persons  ’ houses.  Plans  are  in  hand 
for  the  construction  of  a further  38  houses  of  this  type  in 
various  villages  in  the  District. 

24  private  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year. 


Houses  completed  in  1958. 


A.  By  Local  Authority 

Haydon  Bridge  . . 

With  State 
Assistance. 

10 

Unaided 

Total 

10 

Wylam  . . 

12 

— 

12 

Newbrough 

2 

— 

2 

B.  By  other  Persons  or  Bodies 

— 

24 

24 

24 

24 

48 

Houses  under  construction  31/12/58. 


A.  By  Local  Authority 

Corbridge 

Riding  Mill 

B.  By  other  Persons  or  Bodies 

29 

2 

2 

15 

31 

2 

15 

3i 

1 7 

48 

Council  House  Applications. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  total  number  of  applications 
on  hand  was  531  of  which  135  were  for  ‘ Old  Persons  ' houses. 
Of  the  396  applications  for  2,  3,  and  4 bedroom  type  houses, 
there  were  189  * classified  * applications  from  persons  residing 
in  the  District. 

During  the  year,  35  families  were  housed,  24  in  new 
houses  and  11  from  casual  vacancies.  10  tenants  were 
transferred  to  houses  more  suitable  to  their  needs. 
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Details  of  Council  Housing  Estates  at  31/12/58. 


District 

Pre-war 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Cottages 

Post-war 

Houses 

Total 

Acomb 

26 

. 

62 

88 

Allendale 

— 

— • 

20 

20 

Barrasford 

— 

• 

16 

16 

Bingfield 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Colwell 

— 

— ■ 

5 

5 

Corbridge 

26 

— 

82 

108 

Fourstones 

12 

— 

16 

28 

Gunnerton 

— 

— • 

6 

6 

Haydon  Bridge  . . 

18 

— • 

96 

114 

Hedley 

1 

— 

— • 

1 

Horsley  . . 

— 

4 

9 

13 

Humshaugh 

6 

— ■ 

6 

12 

Juniper  . . 

— . 

2 

— 

2 

Newbrough 

— 

— 

53 

53 

New  Ridley 

12 

— 

— • 

12 

Ovingham 

6 

— 

46 

52 

Ovington 

18 

— 

— • 

18 

Slaley 

— 

4 

12 

16 

Stocksfield 

— 

— • 

48 

48 

Wall  

8 

— ■ 

8 

16 

Whittington 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Wylam  . . 

— 

— 

85 

85 

133 

18 

57° 

721 

Council  House  Maintenance. 

Tenders  were  let  for  the  external  painting  of  50  houses. 
The  painting  of  36  houses  was  completed,  but  as  work  on  the 
remaining  14  had  not  been  started  by  the  time  specified,  the 
contracts  were  cancelled. 

The  supervision  of  general  repairs  has  been  carried  out. 
2986  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  and  1157  orders  were 
issued  for  repairs,  most  of  which  were  of  a minor  character. 
The  Council  did  however  authorise  the  replacement  of  cooking 
ranges  at  42  houses.  31  of  these  were  obsolete  kitchen  ranges 
in  pre-war  houses  and  the  agricultural  cottages,  the  remainder 
being  replacement  of  unsatisfactory  standing  stoves  in  the 
6 Swedish  houses  at  Gunnerton  and  five  back  to  back  ranges 
at  Millersfield,  Acomb. 
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Improvement  Grants. 

Applications  for  grant  again  show  a decrease  on  the 
previous  year,  being  23  fewer  than  1957  and  38  less  than 
1955  which  was  the  peak  year. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1951,  516  applications 
have  been  approved.  The  improvement  of  over  500  houses 
by  this  means  has  undoubtedly  reduced  the  number  of 
housing  applications  and  relieved  the  Council  of  the  respons- 
ibility of  housing  a considerable  number  of  families. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  proportions  of  different 
types  of  houses  for  which  grants  have  been  made. 

1.  Farm  and  Estate  Cottages  . . 45% 

2.  Owner  occupied  houses  . . . . 24% 

3.  Rented  houses  . . . . . . 22% 

4.  Farm  houses  . . . . . . 9% 


Summary  of  Improvement  Grants  Approved. 


1 


Year 

No.  of 

Total  Cost 

Grants 

houses. 

of  works. 

Approved. 

1951 

1 

^574 

£287 

1952 

12 

4.610 

2,305 

1953 

32 

16,270 

8,135 

1954 

92 

51.842 

25,000 

1955 

no 

7T394 

29,947 

1956 

102 

65.529 

28,528 

1957 

95 

75.76i 

30,438 

1958 

72 

54.827 

20,999 

Totals 

516 

^340.807 

^145,639 

Unfit  Houses. 

The  Council’s  proposals  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in 
I955  provided  for  the  clearance  of  73  houses  in  the  10  year 
programme. 

The  great  majority  of  the  houses  included  in  the  pro- 
gramme have  already  been  dealt  with.  A small  number 
have  been  excluded  as  a result  of  re-conditioning  or  adaptation 
for  other  purposes  by  the  owners.  Thirty  one  houses  not 
originally  included  in  the  scheme  have  also  been  dealt  with. 
At  the  end  of  last  year,  court  action  was  pending  where  an 
owner  had  appealed  against  the  Council’s  decision  to  issue  a 
Demolition  Order.  The  action  was  however  withdrawn  before 
the  hearing. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  position  of  the  programme 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Year 

Undertakings 

Accepted 

Demolition 
Orders  made. 

Houses 

Demolished. 

Dealt  with 
informally. 

Repaired  or 
re -conditioned 

1955 

2 

1 

• 

5 

— • 

1956 

3 

14 

1 

1 

2 

1957 

23 

6 

6 

2 

2 

1958 

3 

4 

9 

2 

6 

Totals 

3i 

25 

16 

10 

10 

Rent  Act  1957. 

Only  6 applications  for  certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
made.  In  4 instances,  certificates  were  issued,  in  one  case, 
the  repairs  were  carried  out  and  in  the  other,  the  landlord 
gave  an  undertaking. 

Privy  Conversions. 

39  grants  towards'  the  cost  of  converting  privies  have 
been  paid  during  the  year. 

With  the  exception  of  those  in  outlying  areas,  most 
houses  in  the  District  are  now  on  water  carriage. 

Sewage  works  have  been  constructed  at  Whittonstall,  a 
new  main  sewer  laid  at  Colwell,  and  two  septic  tanks  have 
been  provided  by  Whitfield  estate  at  Ninebanks.  The 
remaining  privies  in  these  villages  are  now  being  converted. 

A number  of  privies  still  remain  in  the  villages  of  Oving- 
ton,  Simonburn,  Barrasford  and  Allenheads,  due  to  absence 
of  either  adequate  water  supply  or  sewerage. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS,  Etc. 
EFFECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Improvements  Carried  Out— 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Chimneys  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Renewal  of  ranges  . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Hot  water  system  installed  . . • • • . . . 65 

Batli  installed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 

Bathroom  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 

Lavatory  basin  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 89 

New  sculleries  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 45 

New  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Foodstores  provided.  . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  24 

Fuelstores  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  . . . . . . . . 71 

Washing  accommodation  provided  . . . . . . 1 

New  drainage  system  provided  . . . . . . . . 70 

Drainage  system  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . 2 

Septic  tanks  and  filters  provided  . . . . . . . . 29 

Water  laid  into  house  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  . . . . . . . . 27 

Urinals  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  12  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 

2808  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year  and 
inspection  was  carried  out  in  all  cases. 

There  is  a continued  reduction  in  the  number  of  carcases 
affected  with  Tuberculosis.  The  figure  of  2.03%  is  less  than 
one  third  of  the  figure  for  1954  which  was  the  first  year  in 
which  slaughtering  was  resumed  in  the  District  after  the  war. 

All  meat  condemned  is  stained  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry’s  recommendations.  Small  quantities  are  taken  by 
the  Council’s  Refuse  Collectors  and  buried  in  tips.  Larger 
quantities  are  accepted  at  the  Hexham  abattoir  and  disposed 
of  with  condemned  meat  from  Hexham. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excl’d’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  of  animals  killed 

739 

5 

6 

1834 

224 

Dressed  and  undressed 
carcases . . 

Number  inspected 

739 

5 

6 

1834 

224 

All  diseases  except  tuber- 
culosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

1 2 1 

2 

14 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

16-37 

40.00 

•98 

3. 12 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

I 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
condemned 

14 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.03 

— • 

— 

— 

.89 

1 

SUMMARY  OF  CARCASE  MEAT  AND  OFFALS  CONDEMNED 


Other  diseases 

Tuberculosis 

and  conditions 

Total 

Cows  . . 

_ 

29  lbs. 

29  lbs. 

Other  animals 

856  lbs. 

2027  lbs. 

2883  lbs. 

Total 

856  lbs. 

2056  lbs. 

2912  lbs. 

29 


Disease  or  Condition 

Weight  of 
meat  condemned. 

Cirrhosis  and  Distomatosis  . . 

lbs. 

1532 

Fevered  conditions 

45 

Tuberculosis  . . 

856 

Abcesses 

203 

Injuries  and  bruising 

80 

Decomposition 

8 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

35 

Peritonitis 

4 

Pericarditis 

4 

Parasites 

30 

Arthritis 

4 

Oedema 

105 

Cysts  . . 

2 

Necrosis 

4 

2.  Food  Inspection. 


SUMMARY  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  OR  SEIZED. 


Unsound  Food 

Surrendered 

Seized 

Legal 

proceedings 

Tinned  Meats 

189  lbs. 

— 



Other  Tinned  Foods 

205  lbs. 

— • 

■ — 

Other  Foods  . . 

10  lbs. 

1 

— 

A survey  of  all  food  premises  in  the  district  has  been 
completed  during  the  year.  In  general,  the  majority  of  these 
premises  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  and  the  standard  of  personal  cleanliness  of  those 
persons  handling  food  is  good. 

As  a result  of  notices  served  during  the  year  washing 
arrangements  for  staff  have  been  provided  in  3 premises  where 
there  were  none  previously,  facilities  for  cleansing  utensils 
have  been  provided  in  2 premises,  and  cupboards  for  storage 
of  clothing  at  1 shop.  One  additional  w.c.  for  the  use  of 
staff  has  been  provided  and  an  additional  w.c.  for  the  use  of 
patrons  has  been  provided  at  an  hotel. 

No  prosecutions  were  taken  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

Details  of  food  premises  in  the  area  are  shown  in  the 
table. 
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3.  MILK. 

At  31st  December,  there  were  128  producers  of  undesig- 
nated milk  in  the  District,  the  majority  of  whom  are  producers 
only  and  whose  milk  is  sent  for  pasteurisation.  This  number 
is  a reduction  of  48  on  the  previous  year.  Some  producers 
have  terminated  their  registration  but  in  most  cases  they 
have  obtained  licences  to  produce  Tuberculin  tested  milk. 


SAMPLING 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Samples  taken  for 

taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculosis  

21 

21 

Nil 

Methylene  Blue  

20 

*3 

7 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised)  Milk  . . . . . . . . 9 

Number  of  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 9 

Number  of  licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  . . 6 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . , 2 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk  . . 2 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . . . 2 

4.  ICE-CREAM. 

There  are  72  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and/or 
manufacture  of  ice-cream.  Only  2 persons  produce,  the 
remainder  selling  proprietary  brands  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 
11  premises  have  been  registered  during  the  year. 

SAMPLING 


Type  of  Sample 

Number 

taken 

Grading 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Pre-packed  

5 

5 

* 

— 

— • 
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REMOVAL  OF  DOMESTIC  REFUSE. 

The  Direct  Labour  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  four 
Bedford  vehicles,  each  of  5 cubic  yards  capacity.  Three 
wagons  are  worked  with  a driver  and  one  loader  and  the  other 
with  a driver  and  two  loaders. 

Extensions  to  the  scavenging  area  and  the  erection  of 
new  houses  have  increased  the  number  of  properties  served  by 
105.  Thirty  four  of  these  properties  are  in  the  Whitley 
Chapel,  Dalton  and  Raw  Green  areas  of  Hexhamshire.  By 
agreement  with  the  County  Council,  the  use  of  a quarry  at 
Mire  House  as  a refuse  tip  was  obtained  and  a weekly  service 
has  been  given  to  the  area. 

The  scavenging  service  now  covers  78%  of  the  houses  in 


the  District,  details  of  which  are  given  below. 

1.  By  direct  labour.  No.  of  premises. 

Weekly  Collections  : 

Corbridge  and  Dilston  . . . . . . 832 

Stocksheld  . . . . . . . . . . 617 

Wylam  . . . . . . . . . . 496 

Hay  don  Bridge  and  Brokenheugh.  . . . 513 

Fourstones,  Newbrough,  Settlingstones  . . 329 

Acomb  . . . . . . . . . . 276 

Riding  Mill  . . . . . . . . . . 150 

Humshaugh,  Walwick,  Lincoln  Hill  . . 132 

Wall  . . . . . . . . . . 85 

Slaley,  Trygill  . . . . . . . . 85 

Sandhoe,  Stagshaw  . . . . . . 64 

Broomhaugh  . . . . . . . . 57 

Warden  . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Anick,  Oakwood,  The  Riding  . , . . 91 

Hedley  . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Hexhamshire . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Fortnightly  Collections  : 

Juniper  . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Blanchland  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Whittonstall  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

North  Tyne,  Whittington,  Halton,  Shildon, 

Aydon,  Newton  Hall,  Stelling,  Bywell, 

Peepy  . . . . . . . . . . 515 

Minsteracres,  Kilnpit  Hill,  Millshields  29 


4540 
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2.  By  Contract. 

No.  of  houses 

Allendale  and  Catton 

scavenged. 

369 

Allenheads 

101 

Ovingham 

Ovington 

Horsley 

231 

131 

95 

927 


5467 


Scavenging  Statistics. 

Total  number  of  occupied  houses  in  district 
Total  number  of  houses  scavenged 
Percentage  of  houses  scavenged  by  direct 
labour 

Percentage  of  houses  scavenged  by  contract 

Percentage  of  houses  scavenged 

Total  estimated  tonnage  collected  per  annum 


6961 

5467 

65% 

13% 

78% 

7430  tons 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 


The  Council  have  22  tips  in  use  in  various  parts  of  the 
District,  one  of  which — Frankham  tip— is  used  jointly  with 
Hexham  U.D.C. 


The  areas  served  by  these  tips  are  as  shown  below  : — 

Allendale  & Catton  Smelt  Mill  Quarry,  Ropehaugh. 

Frolar  Meadows,  Allendale. 
Shilburn,  Allendale. 

Harlow  Hill,  Catton. 


Langley  & Haydon 
Bridge. 

Acomb. 


East  Mill  Hills  Quarry,  Haydon 
Bridge. 

Charehead,  Acomb. 


Wall  & Humshaugh.  Brunton  Bank,  Quarry. 

Simonburn,  Gunnerton, 

Barrasford.  Reaverhill,  Barrasford. 


Swinburne  & Colwell. 

Whittington. 

Ay  don,  Newton  and 
Bywell. 

Sandhoe,  Corbridge 
and  Dilston. 


South  Farm  Quarry,  Colwell. 
Quarry  House,  Whittington. 

Planetrees  Quarry,  Bywell. 

Milkwell  Quarry,  Corbridge. 
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Ovington,  Ovingham 
and  Wylam. 

Horsley. 

Stocksfield  and 
Hedley. 

Broomhaugh  and 
Riding  Mill. 

Whittonstall. 

Shotley  Low  Quarter. 

Slaley  and  Juniper. 

Hexhamshire. 

Blanchland. 

Newb rough  and 
Warden. 


“ Y ” Wood,  Ovingham. 

Horsley  Wood,  Horsley. 

Low  Bridges  Sand  Quarry. 

Low  Shilford,  Stocksfield. 

Pasture  House  Quarry,  Whitton- 
stall. 

Mereburn  Wood. 

Holly  Hill,  Slaley. 

Mire  House  Quarry,  Whitley  Chapel. 
Shildon  Wood,  Blanchland. 

Frankham  Fell  Quarry,  Fourstones. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 
Summary  of  Inspections. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

i Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions i,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

5 

10 

2 Factories  not  included 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority 

75 

1 16 

5 

3 Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author- 
ity (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

3 

6 

Total 

84 

132 

5 

— • 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


1.  Agricultural  Premises. 


Number  of 
Inspections 

Major 

Infestations 

Minor 

Infestations 

Clear 

318 

53 

91 

174 

2.  Other  Premises.  Treated  by  Council. 


Type  of  Premises 

Number  of 
treatments 

Dead  Rats 
recovered 

Dead  Mice 
recovered 

Private  Houses 

248 

104 

64 

Refuse  Tips  

61 

74 

— • 

Sewers  & Sewage  Works 

ri 

6 

’ 

All  tips  and  sewage  works  have  been  regularly  treated 
and  the  infestations  are  of  a very  minor  character.  In 
addition  19  private  houses  have  been  treated  for  cockroaches 
and  41  for  ants. 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’  VISITS 
From  1st  Jan.,  1958  to  31st  Dec.,  1958. 

Water  Supplies  (General) 4 

Water  Supplies  (Sampling)  165 

Water  Supplies  (Chlorination) 5 

Housing 442 

Drainage  81 

Testing  of  Drains 191 

Privy  Conversions  240 

Nuisances  . . . . 89 

Council  Houses  (Allocation)  509 

Council  Houses  (Maintenance)  2986 

Disinfection  . . — 

Infectious  Diseases  96 

Food  Premises  270 

Food  Inspection 22 

Meat  Inspection 889 

Ice-cream  premises  50 

Ice-cream  sampling  5 

Milk  Sampling  44 

Factories  132 

Moveable  Dwellings  39 

Scavenging 334 

Sanitary  Conveniences  at  Hotels  etc.  51 

Keeping  of  Animals  — 

Food  Poisoning  1 

Rodent  Control  1 

Disinfestation  8 

Housing  Survey 508 

Miscellaneous 49 


Total  . . 7211 
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